
DNA by Dennis Kelly 

In this scene LEAH is talking to her friend PHIL and he does not respond. 

LEAH: 

Are you happy?  

No, don’t answer that, Jesus, sorry , what’s wrong with me, sorry - Are you? 

No, I’m just wondering. I mean what is happy, what’s happy all about, who says you’re supposed 
to be happy, like we’re all supposed to be happy, happy is our natural and any deviation from 
that state is seen as a failure, which in itself makes you more unhappy so you have to pretend to 
be even happier which doesn’t work because people can see that you’re pretending which 
makes them awkward and you can see that they can see that you’re pretending to be happy and 
their awkwardness is making you even more unhappy so you have to pretend to be even 
happier, it’s a nightmare. It’s like nuclear waste or global warming.  

Isn’t it Phil? Phil? Isn’t it, like nuclear…. 

Can you remember the happiest moment in your life?  

I know mine. I know my happiest moment. Week last Tuesday. That sunset. You remember that 
sunset? Do you? You don’t do you. Oh my God, you don’t.  

Everything’s much better, though. I mean really, it is. Everyone’s working together. They’re a lot 
happier. Remember last month, Dan threatened to kill Cathy? Well yesterday I saw him showing 
her his phone, like they were old friends. Last week Richard invited Mark to his party, bring a 
friend, anyone you like, can you believe that? Richard and Mark? Yep. Everyone’s happier. It’s 
pouring into the school, grief, grief is making them happier.  

They say John Tate’s lost it though, won’t come out of his room. Bit odd. Maybe that’s what’s 
making people happier. Maybe it’s just having something to work towards. Together. Do you 
think that’s what it is. Are we really that simple? 

Where will it stop? Only been four days but everything’s changed.  

Adam’s parents were on telly again last night.  

{Phil looks up} 

Yeah another appeal. To the fat postman with bad teeth.  

What have we done Phil? 


